
             



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



// Introduction 
 

 

I grew up in a home where the backyard literally connected to a church.  

On Sunday mornings, I would jump on our rusty yellow trampoline and watch 

people get out of their cars, dressed in their Sunday best to attend service. The 

only church services I remember actually attending involved me making small 

goblet-like cups out of the foil wrapper from the gum my mom gave me and acting 

like I was a giant knight from King Arthur’s round table.  

My parents divorced when I was young, and it brought with it a lot of 

confusion. We visited many churches in my younger days, and eventually started 

attending one regularly. Basically, my childhood was filled with a healthy dose of 

church but not much of the Gospel; I didn’t understand who God was and is or 

how I fit in the picture.  

When I was 8 years old, I was invited to go with a friend to a Judgment 

House. If you are not familiar with the event it looks a little something like this.  

You go through a series of rooms, each one containing a different scene in a 

story. The main characters were typically a good kid and a troublemaker.  

Eventually both of them got killed in a car wreck, were victims of a school shooting 

or something along those lines. They both found themselves at “judgment,” which 

was a room with a big wooden desk and a large man handing out everyone’s 

sentence. Well, one kid went to hell and the other to heaven. The hell scene gave 

me night terrors, for which I am still being counseled through, and the heaven 

scene left something to be desired. A creepy guy with a white robe and 

Birkenstocks gave me a big hug and said, “Welcome to heaven!” His cologne was 



almost unbearable, and heaven looked more like the room that would be used to 

find a cure for weaponized small pox.  My 8-year-old mind had just been wrecked.  

At the end of this whole ordeal they put you in a room to ask you if you wanted 

Jesus to come into your heart. I skipped that part, mainly because I had to get 

home and wash the smell of Jesus out of my t-shirt. Later on that week, the friend 

who invited me asked if I wanted Jesus in my heart like He did and told me how to 

do it. We both knelt down and he walked me through some words that got me 

“saved.” It wasn’t “good” news to me then, it was average. As soon as I said, 

“Amen!” we went back to jumping on that trampoline I mentioned earlier. Sadly, 

this is not an isolated case. Many people have been offered average news.  

Without a deep sense of sin and its affect, death, the Gospel will never be as 

Good as it really is. 

Somehow, through the grace of God, I made my way through that and 

many more of the Bible belt’s harsh religious attitudes to find a loving God who 

gave his Son for my sin and disobedience. He exchanged his life for mine through 

a horrible and bloody death on the cross and then was resurrected. My condition 

is not unique. We all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. (Romans 

3:23) Sin has destroyed who we are and the trust we can have in a God who 

cares deeply for us. But we have a remedy. It has been and will always be the gift 

of God through Jesus Christ, but first we need to know the disease—

understanding that helps change average news into Good News. 

 

 

 

 



// The Bad News 

Whether you have been in church or not, you probably know about Adam 

and Eve. These two naked gardeners really made a mess of things. Yes they 

were nude, but that’s another subject for another day. Genesis lays out this 

picture for us, two people made in the image of God who were given some pretty 

simple instructions. “You can eat from any tree that is out here EXCEPT the Tree 

of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.” They were also told that if they ate from this 

tree they would die. Harsh, right? We often get caught up in the form of sin rather 

than the motive behind it. The key here is realizing that man made a decision: 

choosing to view God’s instructions as less than perfect. It does not matter if God 

said, “Thou shall not pick thy nose!”  The point is how did man get to a place that 

they viewed what God said as less than completely perfect?  That’s where this 

dude named Satan comes into the picture.  

Though our culture has portrayed him as a little, red, two-horned menace; 

his biblical description is “the father of lies.” This dude was crafty. He took on the 

form of a snake, which by the way, allowed him to easily fit into the garden scene;   

he wasn’t out of place. He began talking to Eve and convinced her and her 

husband Adam to not simply eat a piece of forbidden fruit, but to treat God’s Word 

as something other than perfect, whole, and good. This is the root of all sin.  

Upon first glance at this instance in the garden, it’s fairly easy to side with 

the humans and wonder, what’s the big deal. After all, it was just a tiny piece of 

fruit. Why did God get so bent out of shape over something so insignificant? That 

was formerly my point of view of this account in Genesis. I felt that eating a piece 

of fruit should not be deserving of death. It seemed to me that God overreacted.    



 One day, I was driving to work thinking about this very set of scriptures in 

Genesis and I received a holy slap that removed my ignorance and allowed me to 

see God’s perspective. As I was driving I passed a police car, and it became 

really simple to me. If I spit on you, that would be a very hateful action but would 

warrant little consequence. However if I were to spit on a police officer, everything 

would change. Depending on the charge I could go to jail, in some states for up to 

10 years. That’s crazy! What is the difference? The difference is the position of 

authority.  When we look at what happened in the Garden of Eden, we might 

forget very easily that God is not just another created being in this story. He is the 

Almighty Creator who holds life in His hands. If we were to view the event through 

this lens it might help us realize that Adam and Eve were not simply eating a 

piece of fruit. They were doing the one thing that a holy and perfect God asked 

them not to do. Naturally we understand respect and honor, like with the police 

officer in the aforementioned scenario. Sadly this thought often fails to translate to 

our view of God. If the scriptures are true, which I believe they are, then God 

holds the ultimate place of respect and honor in all creation. If man has broken 

that honor by spitting on his command, then there should be a consequence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The “S” Word 

No one really likes the word sin. It’s a word that literally means, missing the 

mark. Imagine someone at a shooting range. He has the gun pointed at the target 

but just can’t hit it. Sin is like that—we are sinners because we can’t hit the target 

of complete obedience to God. Sin can’t be marked as simply an action. Consider 

this instance in Matthew 5:27-28. Jesus tells the crowd, “You have heard that it 

was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a 

woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  Sin for this 

crowd was having sex outside of marriage. Adultery is a sin of course, but Jesus 

steps in and exposes what is really going on. He talks about what is going on in 

our hearts, with our desires and attitudes. 

Think about how plants grow. You can kill what is above ground and think 

that the plant is dead, but if you don’t kill the root below the surface, the plant will 

always come back. Sin, as an action, is like the fruit on a tree. It shows what kind 

of tree it is. In the same way, if you commit adultery that is a fruit that will show up 

in your life. Now, if you’re starting to feel condemnation creeping up or maybe 

screaming at you, hang in there. There is hope far beyond sin.  

Sin starts in the heart. Check out what Jesus says in Matthew 15:19, “For 

out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, 

false testimony, slander.” Now, take a trip back with me to the garden. Eve did not 

just take the fruit and eat it; Satan messed with her heart. He made her internalize 

something and then form a new desire based on something other than God’s 

Word. Genesis 3:6 says it all, “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 

good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she 



took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and 

he ate it.” Before she acted she desired. This is true of all of us.   

 It is by the great mercy of God that Adam and Eve got out of the garden 

with just a curse instead of the alternative: immediate death. After all, the 

command was that if they ate from the tree that they would die. A consequence to 

the action still remained: Adam and Eve would die one day instead of living in 

God’s presence and being sustained by it forever. Instead of executing them on 

the spot man was cursed to live in a condition that was marked by separation from 

God and eventual death. This was the start of man’s struggle with sin. Because 

Adam and Eve parented the human existence their curse would become our 

condition as well and because of that man would need a remedy. Thankfully God 

did not only promise a curse but a cure, one that would come through his Son, 

Jesus.   

What you will read from Genesis to Revelation is the unraveling of a grand 

plan to cure the sin epidemic. God has always had a plan to make well the sick 

souls of mankind, and funny enough, so has man. The Bible really captures this 

page by page.  God speaks, loves, and moves to see man made well. Mankind 

however, turns to self-remedies and morality. The tension lies in man’s belief that 

they can actually fix themselves.   

 

 

 



// Fixing Ourselves 

I have lived in Alabama my whole life, surrounded by churches on every 

corner and sometimes several right across the street, even side by side. In the 

South, we do not lack in buildings purposed for moral people to meet. What we do 

lack are people who really understand what the Good News of Jesus really is. I 

am not saying every church in the South is filled with people who are evil or not 

saved. However, after several years of conversation and observation I have 

noticed a big problem, and it’s not confined to the South. It is a problem with the 

human heart. Just as it was in Jesus’ time there is a real and ever present danger 

as religion and morality converge and smother the breath of life given by the 

Gospel.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Raised Saved 

 The word “gospel” is a word that means “good news.” You, no doubt, have 

heard this before. What I wonder is why it seems to so many as simply average 

news.  Most in the South are “raised saved.” By that I mean that many people are 

raised in church culture and hear spiritual jargon fresh out of the womb. Some of 

their first words are: “Jesus,” “God,” and “amen.” This is similar to that of Jewish 

culture at the time Jesus walked in on the scene. They had an intense focus on 

moral living and religious activity. Children learned scriptures, attended worship 

services and were expected to abide by the law of their religious affiliation. It 

produced many spiritual people who knew God but were not able to live the way 

their strict moral law required. Many lived in fear and shame because they broke 

these laws continually and had no way to change this cycle of moral failure in their 

life. This is everyday life for a lot of people, and it presents a huge problem. Many 

conversations I have had contain the statement, “The Good News just doesn’t 

seem like good news to me.”  When the culture you live in substitutes Jesus for 

good conduct you will tread through a laundry list of issues. 

 Here is the general problem. Let’s say you are raised in church. You are 

taught that there are bad things and good things. You are taught that drinking; 

smoking, having sex outside of marriage, or listening to certain types of music is 

sin. So, if you do not do those bad things you are good. Then children spend their 

lives in an abstinent state of being, thinking that by not doing bad things they are 

good. Again, the Jewish culture was built in a similar manner. People could 

achieve what we call righteousness by doing good things or not doing bad things.  

 The law was the Jews moral code. The way they should do things in life.  

The law was composed of specific requirements. For the sake of time and paper, 



let’s just focus on the Ten Commandments. These laws were never given to man 

so that they could use them to gain righteousness. They were given to show man 

how far from God they were in how they lived. I love illustrations so let’s use one 

to show what I am talking about.   

 One day you decide to eat lunch out at a local restaurant. You order a 

hamburger and fries then head over to the condiments counter for some ketchup.  

When you push down on the nozzle to dispense the ketchup, the nozzle breaks 

and an explosion of red blasts in your face and all over your hands. In a desperate 

scramble for napkins, you touch the counter, and the fountain drink machine as 

well as a near by table. Everywhere you have touched there is a remnant of 

ketchup left behind. You can’t help it. Your hands are covered with ketchup. You 

did not take ketchup and throw it on those places. You got ketchup on everything 

because the ketchup was a part of you. Usually when we talk about sin we 

discuss it as an action rather than a condition. We are born as sinners. In a sense 

we live life covered with ketchup and we get it on everything we touch. So, it 

doesn’t matter if there is a law that says don’t steal, honor your parents, or don’t 

use God’s name in vain. Because of our condition we will get things dirty.  

I have encountered people who have lived their whole life as good moral 

individuals. Jesus, to them, is more of a role model than a savior. Because they 

treat sin as an action and not a condition, they do not see themselves as sinful 

therefore cannot value Jesus and what he has done on the cross for the 

forgiveness of both sin (the action) and sin (the condition).It’s like a disease that 

requires outside help—doctors, surgeons, and specialists—to heal. Just like your 

body may be able to fight off some sickness your soul can achieve places of 

moral excellence. But the overall condition is not remedied. It’s like a cancer 



patient overcoming the common cold. They may not have a fever but their body is 

still infected with cancer. After years and years of this practice it’s no wonder why 

people feel that because of their morality they are close to God. Yes, God wants 

us to be moral people.  But your morality can only do so much. Remember the 

ketchup analogy?  You have a condition of sin. It is all over you. It influences your 

decisions and guides your thoughts and actions. What can your morality really 

accomplish? This is why the Gospel is Good News. God knows you can’t achieve 

perfection because you are born with built in dysfunctions. So His plan involved a 

transfer of perfection. Jesus came and traded his perfect life for ours. He was 

perfect for us.  So how does that transfer work? That’s where the word “faith” 

comes into play. It is trust and belief that God cares so much about you He would 

devise a plan to get you back into His perfection.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Being Good VS Becoming Good 

 Many people have distorted this good news. They say, “You have to be 

good to go to heaven.” Although I agree with the statement, you can’t be good 

enough on your own. Jesus makes us good by that transfer of perfection. No 

amount of good behavior can award you life with God forever. There are tons of 

people out there trying to be good enough and the truth is they never will be.  

Faith in Jesus means you fess up to your sin condition and put your life in the 

hands of the one who is without sin. Maybe this has been your cycle: You try to do 

well, it works for a while, and then you mess up. You feel horrible and isolate 

yourself from God. Then you slowly come out of hiding because you think that 

God is like your dad.  After a few days He will cool down and not be so angry. 

That cycle does not have the Gospel in mind. Trying to uphold good behavior 

without faith in Christ is like telling people about a restaurant that you have never 

tried. You talk as if you have eaten there a billion times, but the truth is you have 

never been through the front door. We can’t behave well and expect that it is the 

same as being changed. That change comes from knowing and putting trust in 

what Jesus has done. And that’s where many people are confused.   

On the surface, both the life of a moral person and a Gospel-centered 

person seem the same. But their foundations are totally different. An 

overwhelming amount of Christians do not understand the Gospel, which puts into 

question their faith altogether. There are those who try to do good to get good. It’s 

the “behave well and go to heaven” scenario. But at some point that theory 

collapses. The Good News places your affection on God, not places or things. 

Throughout scripture, He showed who He was and is to someone with the desire 

that the person would devote their lives to Him. There are individuals throughout 



the Bible that have done this very thing. God showed them His glory—the 

essence of who He is, His ways, His nature—and they responded by walking in 

His ways, out of devotion, not duty. When people really experience that, you don’t 

have to beg them to be moral or to worship. They do this as a response to God’s 

glory. That is a different type of person than the “do good to get good” guy. This 

new person experiences good and wants to spread good in response. They see 

the Good News of Jesus and put faith and trust in Him. Their lives are devoted to 

God not because they simply want to get to heaven, but they see their condition 

cured through what Jesus did and, in turn, become radically thankful. If this is true 

then how does it work? How can we get away from trying to do enough good for 

God and start this new life with Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



// Grace 

Grace. I heard this particular word often at the beginning of my faith 

journey, in prayers, songs, and sermons, but no one every explained it. As I got 

older, I started to notice a trend. Grace was usually coupled with sin in some way.  

Even still I had no idea what grace was and how it affected me. The amazing 

thing is that I attended church for a long time before I ever stumbled onto this 

bedrock of the Christian faith. I am still shocked that in many churches, no one 

ever actually questioned me in my faith. I am not talking about a trial with 

accusations and intense questioning, but rather that no one ever tried to see what 

I knew. We assume way too much. Assuming that people know something can be 

detrimental, especially with faith. For instance, I would never give someone a 

measuring tape and ask them to give me measurements if they did not know how 

to count or even know what numbers were. It is never a good practice to give 

someone instructions when they do not have the capacity to follow what you are 

asking of them.  We do the same thing with grace. Most people have a hard time 

grasping grace and what it does for them. If we lack a basic understanding of 

grace then how do we live a life of faith toward God? It would seem impossible 

right? But what I have seen is this very scenario played out in many believers’ 

lives.  I have seen people who generally believed in Jesus and desired to have 

him as Lord but live with a graceless understanding. Sure, they may know the 

word or even have a thought or two about grace but there is a severe disconnect 

from the grace most live in and the one that God offers through Jesus Christ. 

 

 



Mops, New Shoes And Sidewalks 

Sin is the reason for the coming of the Christ. Jesus came to forgive the 

condition of sin set on man, and with that, grace appears and makes a stage for 

man to move from death to life. This is a wonderful story: Jesus comes and defies 

death, hell, and the grave for all so that they do not have to face it for themselves.  

It’s the greatest love story ever told. Jesus came and mopped up the mess of 

man.  But is that the extent of God’s grace?  Is it just a giant mop for all of 

humanity’s dirty stains? 

Let me use a parable of sorts to clear the water. Johnny was a 6-year-old 

little boy who had a two-mile long walk to school everyday. The path he took was 

covered in mud, and so he wore large boots. Every day Johnny would walk to 

school and then back home. Like all little boys Johnny did not always check his 

boots when he came into the house. His mother would catch him before he made 

it through the kitchen and have him clean his boots and she would mop up the 

muddy mess that Johnny had made. Now this is the overwhelming view of grace, 

but in many ways it is true. We mess up, and God’s grace mops it up. Here’s how 

He does it.  

God forgives us of our sin. This is our promise if we put trust in Jesus as 

Lord. In 1 John 1:9 we have this assurance, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” It’s a 

good promise. I love knowing that my God forgives me and still loves me after I 

have tracked mud through the house. I spent many years running this cycle. Walk 

the path, get mud on my boots, make a mess, and then ask for the mop. It 

seemed that this was just how life was. I never knew any other way. When I would 

talk to older, seasoned Christians I would get an array of responses to how I could 



break this continual process of sin and forgiveness. I received recommendations 

that ranged anywhere from simple prayer, to trying harder, and even the laying on 

of hands to cast out demonic influence. At no point did anyone offer grace. And 

why should they? If grace is just a mop it can’t help you stay out of the mud; it can 

only clean it up.  Let’s continue this story with Johnny to gain more insight. 

One day, Johnny’s mom realized that his boots were worn and muddy and 

decided that he needed some new shoes. So she went out and bought Johnny a 

new pair of clean, bright laced Chuck Taylor’s. (Yes, Chuck Taylor Converse. It’s 

my story so I can tell it like I want.) She sat them next to Johnny’s old boots with a 

note that said, “Hope you like your new shoes!  Keep these clean. Love, Mom.” 

Johnny is stoked. He laces up his new Chuck’s and heads to school. When 

Johnny gets home his mom stops him in the kitchen. Johnny has once again 

muddied up the floor and his new shoes. Johnny’s mom, a little hacked about the 

dirty new shoes and mud on the floor, asks why he had mud all over his shoes.  

She soon realizes that even though Johnny was given new shoes that were clean 

and absent of mud and filth, he was still walking the same path. Johnny explained 

that he tried to jump the mud puddles and keep his shoes clean but the two-mile 

path was simply too dirty. As Johnny was talking, his mom looked out the window 

and noticed the path Johnny walked everyday was 20 feet from a paved sidewalk 

that leads all the way to his school. She calmly got the mop out and cleaned the 

floor and then walked outside with Johnny. She told him that the only way to keep 

mud out of the house and off his shoes was to walk a different way. Johnny got up 

the next morning, laced up his shoes and headed to school on this new path.  

When he came home from school his mom stopped in the kitchen and saw that, 

other than a few scuff marks, his shoes were clean.  



 Johnny’s problem went beyond bringing mud in the house; it was rooted in 

the path he was taking. This is our life before we meet Jesus. When we recognize 

that sin brings death, and that we are in fact sinners, Jesus offers us life. So, we 

acknowledge Jesus as the solution and put our trust in Him. The only way we can 

do this is through the mysterious agent of faith. In fact the scripture says it like 

this, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God.” I suppose this would be as good a time as any to give 

you a Greek lesson. The word grace in Ephesians 2:8 means God’s divine 

influence upon the heart lived out in your life. A more refined definition would be 

God giving you ability to do something you could not do on you own. This makes 

perfect sense. You cannot do anything to solve the sin dilemma in your own 

strength. So, God gives you his strength through Jesus. He exchanges your 

weakness for his strength on the cross.  He trades death for life, depravity for 

holiness, condemnation for justification. These are just a ton of words that mean 

we get His good for our bad. Grace is now more than a mop. It gives us a new life 

in Christ. If that’s true then why do so many believers live in a graceless state?  

Like Johnny, they get new shoes at the exchange of the cross but still find 

themselves in the mud of life.   

 

 

 

 

 



A Much Needed Change 

 Grace helps with us with a thing called repentance, another one of those 

church words that never really got explained to me. I always viewed repentance 

as a high-grade forgiveness. It was like forgiveness on steroids. Let’s just say you 

were dealing with an addiction to a substance. You found yourself craving and 

desiring that substance all day. It got in the way of family, friends and faith. You 

really wanted to lose the grip you had on it because you saw its destructive 

qualities and how it affected you. You asked God for forgiveness over and over 

again only to be wisped away by your desire the next day. What do you do? I was 

made to feel that this “repentance” would do the trick. It was time to get out the big 

guns. This is what it turned into for me; it’s really simple.  Instead of asking God to 

forgive you when you pray just tell him that you are repenting. It’s important to use 

this exact word or God will not know what you are talking about.  “God, I don’t 

want to be addicted. I want to be free. So I repent. In Jesus name, amen” That 

was repentance for me. Not much to it. Soon I found that this was a scam of sorts. 

I would “repent” every other day. With extreme anxiety and pressure I would 

double or triple repent with a side of forgiveness and promises to be good and try 

harder. The problem is that you cannot repent without grace. Repentance is a 

change of how you think. If you can’t change your sin condition without God’s help 

you surely can’t change your ingrained mindsets, which are stained with sin, 

without him either. So it is by grace that we change our minds.   

 Let’s go back to Johnny and his new, muddy shoes. Johnny had been 

walking the same path so long that even though he got new shoes he still walked 

the same way he was used to walking. Johnny didn’t just need new shoes; he 

needed a new path for those new shoes. This is what repentance looks like.   



It doesn’t matter if we get a new life if we don’t get a new way to live it.  

Grace does not only offer to clean us up but to keep us clean. The greatest 

mistake we could ever make is to think that, like salvation, grace is only a one 

time exposure. The scriptures tell us that we are being saved through a process 

and grace is no different. Many people experience grace, and then drop it like a 

corncob at the county fair. It is not a holy God’s desire to wash you clean and then 

send you on your way. The whole reason for sin being forgiven and your 

unrighteousness being cleansed is so you could be fit for His presence. He wants 

to hang out with you, and if that was untrue, why would He go through all the 

heartache and trouble of allowing His Son to be beaten and murdered? It was a 

great price to pay, and it was for you.  God empowers you by offering grace to 

repent, and because He loves you, He even offers forgiveness for getting marks 

on your new shoes. No path is perfect, and we will all scuff our lives on imperfect 

walkways. The big picture is that things are dramatically different than they were 

before. Johnny not only received new shoes and a new path but the 

understanding to put these two things together so he could walk in complete 

contrast to his previous actions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



// A Noticeable Difference 

After experiencing the grace of God through Jesus Christ things should 

change, namely us. The Bible is clear that when someone truly believes and 

encounters God they are changed. There are two people in scripture that I would 

say represent this change in a way that will give us a pattern to follow. First let’s 

talk about Isaiah. Isaiah had a vision where he was standing before God and this 

was his response:  

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen 

the King, the LORD Almighty.” Then one of the seraphim flew to me 

with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the 

altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 

for.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

(Isaiah 6:5-8 NIV) 

 

Do you see what happened? His first reaction was to see how sinful he was. After 

he sees God, an angel touches his mouth with a coal that represented his sin 

being taken away. Then he devoted himself to God’s plan and mission. He went 

from unclean and unused to being perfectly fit by God’s grace to do whatever God 

desired. That’s what happens when we are exposed to who God is.  



 There is a great instance in the New Testament as well that shows this 

total life transformation. Saul was a man who hated the church that Jesus started.  

He went around arresting people who said they belonged to Jesus. He even gave 

the approval to stone a man who was a follower of what people began calling 

“The Way”. (Acts 7:54-60)  This guy was not a fan of the work Jesus did and did 

not regard him as God’s Son but His enemy. Acts 9 records what happened when 

Saul experienced God’s grace.   

 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 

against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and 

asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if 

he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  As he 

neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say 

to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  “Who are you, 

Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he 

replied.  “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told 

what you must do.”  (Acts 9:1-6 NIV) 

 

Saul was later renamed Paul because of the conversion he underwent. He 

became a totally different person with a totally different purpose. Both of these 

guys experienced God in a way that was unshakable. They could not go back to 

their old life. When we experience the Good News we are likewise changed.    



 The Bible would say they were made “holy.” It’s another one of these words 

we hear a lot but may not really understand. The word holy gets used a ton even 

by those outside the church and has lost its meaning among many. “Different.” 

That’s it; that is all it means.  That is why we can say God is holy. He is different.  

In the right use of the word, God’s desire is to make us different as well. He wants 

holy children who look like their Father.   

 Let’s talk about two different types of holiness, instant and progressive. 

Instant holiness just means that you experience grace, and there is an immediate 

difference in your thinking and living. Notice I did not say you become perfect.  

Just like Isaiah and Saul you find a new life to be explored and uncovered through 

the grace you have received. The second type is progressive. Scholars and 

theologians alike may use the word “sanctification,” which refers to the process of 

being made holy. Progressive holiness is like those carwashes you ride through.  

You start off with a rinse, then some scrubbing, some washing, some more rinsing 

and finally drying. It’s a process of getting clean. Some people meet Jesus and 

they are changed but also have issues and sin buried deep within their hearts. As 

their new life is uncovered, so is that hidden sin. As that person recognizes the sin 

then begins to change by God’s grace, they are in the process of being sanctified, 

being made holy. That sin is no longer a part of their life. This is what the scripture 

means in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 

has come. The old has gone, the new is here.” (NIV) The scripture doesn’t say 

that you are not you anymore. God works in you through grace to make you holy.   

For example, take the number one. Let that number represent your old life.  

Then take the number five. It can represent your new life in Christ. They are totally 

different but when you merge the two together they become a new number, 15. 



God uses the contrast of your old life and the new life in Christ to make something 

different, something holy. You are a new creation. Some people don’t understand 

how they can be a new creation when they have an old life that is so ugly and 

distorted. Look at Saul; he was an enemy made friend. Saul then becomes Paul.  

Same guy but totally different. His new life now became his identity. He even talks 

about this in his letters to different churches and individuals throughout the New 

Testament. He could show you the obvious night and day difference of who he 

was. This is the part of the Gospel that I think many never see. The Good News of 

Jesus does get you into heaven, but is that all of the good news?  The Good 

News has always been grounded in life—new life to be exact. Jesus said it best in 

John 10:10, “…I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” Jesus 

offers new life that is different than anything they have experienced.   

 This new life of holiness is marked by obedience. That is to say, doing what 

God wants. If He is perfect, we can trust that when we do what He asks it will be 

good, even if it is not what we want. Obedience cannot happen if there is no trust.  

If there is no trust then the relationship will not work. So for God, obedience is 

everything. If we can’t obey Him it is probably because we don’t trust Him. This 

throws a wrench in the process of holiness. Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I urge 

you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” In 

reading the Old Testament you will find that the people made animal sacrifices for 

sin and for worship. Because of Jesus’ death on the cross we do not have to offer 

these sacrifices anymore. In the scripture we just referenced, Paul asked the early 

Christians to give a different sacrifice, their lives. God finds only one thing 

acceptable, and that is His way. That’s why God was so pleased with Jesus. He 



was perfectly obedient. Paul asks for us to give our lives in obedience to God. If 

you feel overwhelmed that you could not do such a thing by yourself, Jesus offers 

us a great helper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Spirit 

To go any further without at least mentioning God’s Spirit in all this would 

be crazy. The difference between Isaiah and Saul was that Saul would receive the 

Holy Spirit. The New Testament is filled with beautiful expressions and language 

that show how God’s spirit works in and through us. When someone puts their 

trust in Jesus they are given and new life and a Helper. That is literally how Jesus 

refers to the Holy Spirit in John 14:16. Jesus dies for our sin on the cross and then 

offers us new life through his resurrection. This is enough for a celebration of epic 

proportions, but Jesus goes one step further. He gives us the same Spirit that 

raised him from the dead. (Romans 8:11)  He did not give us “a” spirit but gave us 

the “Holy” Spirit. A new life in Christ without the Holy Spirit would be like a new car 

without wheels, it doesn’t make much sense. So, Jesus gives us those wheels by 

allowing us to have His Spirit in us.   

So we have His Spirit—what does that mean for us?  It means that we 

have the ability to live a real, Christ-like, holy life. The Holy Spirit not only helps 

you walk away from your old life but also helps you discover the new one. We 

often hear about what not to do, but what if we talked about things we should and 

could do? The book of Galatians helps us. The Bible calls it fruit but I like to just 

call it “a showing.”  A showing of the Holy Spirit in your life looks like: “love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control. Against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23 NIV) The Holy 

Spirit helps us with showing these things. When you really look at these fruits, 

they are simply the characteristics of Jesus himself. He gave us every resource 

we needed to be like Him and that includes the same Spirit. 



The interesting thing to note is how that both Isaiah and Saul had an 

encounter that changed not only who they were but also what they would do. 

Saul, who later becomes Paul, compares his previous work to dung (that’s poop 

for all you who are not familiar with the word). (Philippians 3:8)  Both Saul and 

Isaiah were changed, but not for the sake of simply being holy. Holiness without a 

mission is useless. God not only wants to give you an experience, through His 

grace, that washes your sin away but also an experience that can be shared.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



// On A Mission 

 In the previous section we talked about Isaiah and Saul and their amazing 

experiences with God that changed their lives. They also share another common 

aspect. They both moved from that experience to live on a mission. In both 

instances, Isaiah and Saul were sent by God to do something. The mission has 

always been the same: reflect the glory of God. I know that sounds really churchy 

but it’s true.  That phrase simply means to show people who God is. This was 

Adam and Eve’s job in the garden. Even after sin entered the scene it was God’s 

plan to show Himself to people, through people. He wanted to know humanity and 

care for them. This mission is so important that the Bible records God recruiting a 

whole nation, the children of Israel. This nation’s ultimate purpose was to show 

God’s work. They were a canvas to show the artistic vision of The Creator. He did 

all sorts of things with these people that no one else had ever seen. After a short 

read in Exodus, you would find that God did countless, powerful acts to illustrate 

who He is.   

 The problem came when, you guessed it, no one could adequately or 

completely show God as He really was. Remember that sin causes a great stain 

on our lives that covers our God created image. This is where Jesus comes in.  

Yes, Jesus came to die for sin, but we would be crazy if we did not see Jesus’ role 

in perfectly displaying God, his Father. This is what John 1:14 says, “The Word 

(Jesus) became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  

Jesus was the perfect reflection of God in human form. This made Him the prime 

candidate for living out this mission. Everything Jesus did was in line with what 



God wanted. He never sinned; He never made a mistake or missed the mark. 

Jesus knew what to do and when to do it so that it would cause the best 

presentation of God and His glory. If that is true then it is only fitting that when 

Jesus died and was raised back to life that He passed on that mission to us. Many 

have come to know the mission as “The Great Commission”. Check out what 

Jesus says to his disciples in the book of Matthew. “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 NIV)  Jesus gives 

us a specific mission to “go and make disciples.” Many may use the phrase, 

“Share Jesus” or “Share the love of God.” For some those phrases have turned 

into presentations of facts and information rather than a life of holiness and 

devotion to God that reflect His glory.   

 Let’s talk about Paul, formerly Saul, a little bit more. Before he became a 

Christian he belonged to a group called the Pharisees. Jesus made mention of 

them often because they were very knowledgeable, yet they were far from what 

God wanted in his people. God has never wanted us only to be educated.  

Education is fine; however, education without application is worthless. By that, I 

mean God wants it in your life not just in your head. Jesus knew God’s heart and 

His word and lived it out with those who needed to see God.  

 One day Jesus was sitting in church, and it was His time to read some 

scripture. Check out what He says: “‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 

has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 



free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it 

back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 

fastened on him.  He began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in 

your hearing.’”  (Luke 4:18-21 NIV)  He wanted to make it clear that He was on a 

mission and that mission was to help people see God through the Gospel. He said 

He was sent by God to proclaim the Good News. It wasn’t average news, 

because God is not average and His plans for humanity are not average.  

For Jesus, proclaiming wasn’t about screaming and loudly shouting to 

people to, “Get right or get left!” Proclaiming was more about doing than saying.  

Jesus wasn’t presenting information, although He spoke often. He was not giving 

a well-worded presentation on God’s goodness and love. He was living a life that 

gave people glimpses of their Father. He made the most of every opportunity.  

Jesus did not just talk about God, He demonstrated God. He prayed, healed, 

forgave, and he had mercy, taught, and loved those around him. His mission even 

drove Him to places that Jews were not supposed to go. That’s the thing about a 

mission from God; it places you where people need God the most, not necessarily 

where you think you should be.   

 In church, we hear sermons all the time that beg us to go out and “share 

the Gospel”. But, it rarely happens. As I mentioned earlier in this section simply 

sharing information won’t do. We have to live on a mission. We need moments 

where we meet with God, and He changes us and sends us out. If you have ever 

had a problem with sharing your faith it may be because God did not commission 

you to just share your faith. He has asked you to join Him in rescuing the world 

from sin so they could worship Him. It’s the most monumental rescue mission 

ever taken on, but it is ours if we have trusted in Jesus.   



When individuals start living on this God mission something unique 

happens. An individual becomes part of a collective, a movement, a body. More 

than anything, God wants a family, a special people. He calls this family the 

church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



// The Church  

 The church has always been an anomaly. Its beginnings were not in big 

buildings with flat screens and coffee bars. The church was and will always be a 

group of people. The word church actually means “Those who are called out”. I 

love how Peter says it, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9 NIV) We are his 

special people. Jesus called us a city on a hill, the salt of the earth and the light of 

the world. These descriptions get me excited about the potential of a group that is 

in love with God and purposed to worship God. When you look at yourself, you 

may not see much. I know that I feel inadequate at times and honestly, by 

ourselves we are not much at all. I suppose that’s the point. You were not made to 

be alone. You are a part of those who were called out of darkness. I am not 

talking about attendance at services. It’s a connectedness with other believers 

and the joint effort of worshipping God and letting the world know about this 

marvelous light.   

 What we miss so often is that connected feeling. We are trying to fight 

sin, keep the faith, live on mission, and an array of other Christ-focused 

endeavors on our own. In the beginning of mankind, God knew that it was not 

good for Adam to be by himself. His exact words were, “It is not good for the man 

to be alone.” (Genesis 2:18 NIV) If you really start to look at our human behavior 

things always get out of whack when we isolate ourselves. Sin is the biggest 

dividers in the connectivity of the church. When we sin we feel regret and shame 

and because we are convinced that the people around us would condemn us we 



run further into the dark. In complete contrast, it is God’s desire to see us run 

toward the light.  For a bug this usually ends in death, for us it’s life! When we 

disconnect we lose the life of Jesus. Like an arm severed from the body, we 

become limited and disabled from the fullness of His mission and purpose. You 

can be a Christian by yourself but the church is not an individual, it is a group. I 

feel that we have made a culture that has devalued the church because our 

meetings were not productive.  People make statements that are driven by their 

hatred for services, but they end up disconnected from the people of God more 

than the Sunday morning meetings. This is one of the awful truths we have to 

face. Most consider the church to be a program, a meeting, some songs and a 

sermon. The church is God’s people. So the church can be at a coffee house or at 

a pool party, a mall, or a nursing home. The church has no boundaries.   

 The part of 1 Peter 2:9 says, “. . . that you may declare the praises of 

him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  His people are like a 

shelf that holds the most precious trophy in an athlete’s home. We don’t exist to 

make much of ourselves. God has made us into handlers of His glory. I believe 

that God best reveals himself in few places: The individual, the family, the 

marriage, and the church. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth and described them 

as a body, a place where multiple functions and abilities converge for one singular 

purpose.  (1 Corinthians 12:1-27) That is what makes the church so dynamic. We 

belong to different countries, ethnicities, social classes and educational 

backgrounds but our common interest in worshipping this God who brought us out 

of darkness. 

 When the church does this the surrounding areas will be affected. Every 

movement throughout history has had people who would not let go of their 



singular purpose. There is a power in numbers. Strangely enough God has 

worked through the smallest numbers. Jesus even promised that He would be 

where two or three got together and were set on one thing. (Matthew 18:20) This 

is what makes the church so amazing. You can’t replicate the power of Jesus by 

songs, great messages, and cool lighting. Having the presence of Jesus identifies 

the church and that can happen anywhere and anytime. The Book of Acts shows 

this very thing. This group of Jesus followers where bringing light to this dark city.  

They couldn’t stop. They knew Jesus and his power and love. The Apostles Peter 

and John experienced this even when they were threatened by the authorities to 

stop. (Acts 4:1-22) The church kept on pushing through. They faced death, 

discouragement, hatred, and were even disowned by those closest to them. But 

they were united in the cause of Christ. They encouraged one another, gave to 

one another and prayed for one another. The church was more than a service. It 

was a refuge for the sinner made new. They sold property and possessions so 

everyone could have their needs met. They shared all that they had because they 

treated each other as more valuable than themselves. The church is selfless and 

humble. Its characteristics are that of Jesus. These “called out” people were 

different, holy and grace filled.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Expanding the Family 

 The church is not exclusive; anyone can be a part. As the church, we 

should desire that no one go without the Good News of Jesus. We want a big 

family. God loves His kids and wants more of them. In our humanity, we look at 

more people as more problems. God looks at more people as more pleasure. He 

takes a great deal of delight in his people. If God takes pleasure in seeing more 

people come into this light then that should give us joy. When kids make their dad 

happy it is satisfying. One of the things I love about gift giving is the satisfaction of 

knowing I got someone something that they enjoy. When they open that gift and 

they are excited and surprised, it gives me joy. I believe that the church should 

see their purpose the same way. I want to see God’s family expand and grow so 

that He can take joy in all of us. As we worship together and share in all things, 

the church shines. We become a place for the hopeless and the broken. We let go 

of our judgmental, homophobic, hate filled attitudes, and embrace all people. At 

the core of the church is the understanding that everyone needs grace and that 

this grace is found in the Gospel.  We take the Good News everywhere because it 

is needed everywhere. No place is without need for the message of the church, 

the message of an underserved love given freely to those who would trust in the 

name of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          //Conclusion 

The Good News leads from darkness to light, isolation to connection, 

sinfulness to holiness, and condemnation to righteousness. It only becomes average 

news when we stop discovering its fullness in each breath we take. The Gospel takes 

our earnest devotion. The invitation is to dive head first into the love of God.  Give 

your life to something more than the ordinary. God asks us to find hope, joy, and love 

in the good news of Jesus. His death and resurrection prove God’s unfailing and 

unmovable love for a people who are lost and without a home. My prayer for you is 

that you know this Good News and that it become more than words in a book. This 

news has the ability to change everything you have ever known. There is nothing 

average about it. I honestly believe that the Acts 2 church is obtainable. Living a 

devoted life to God where acts of the Holy Spirit are bursting into the everyday, 

people walking out of darkness and joining together in worship to God. I can think of 

no better thing; a people that have more than average news. They have something 

that is worth devoting their lives to, something worth their time, energy and love.   

Our intention should be to uncover more of the details within that news every 

day. It’s in each moment, every conversation, in reading and listening, praying, and 

seeking. Discovering the grace of God in each day becomes the source of joy and 

pleasure in our lives. When we live each day to make much of God the Good News 

becomes more satisfying. When troubles come and we see first hand the destruction 

that sin causes, we stand up and take hold of this news more tightly than ever. It is 

our confidence. It is our hope. As it becomes our life, the Gospel compels us to act, 

speak and think convinced of this one thing: Jesus died so we could live and that is 

truly Good News! 


